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Dear Parents

As mentioned last week, we had a very busy weekend with the ACAMIS High School Football
tournament and the ACAMIS Arts Teacher Conference scheduled here at school. Both gather-
ings were very successful indeed, albeit that the weather did its very best to try to interfere!

We have been busy again this week, and on Monday Ms. Craig, our elementary STEM teacher,
hosted a ‘Storytelling with Technology’ event for ISCOT (the Tianjin equivalent of ACAMIS) with
Grade 3-5 student representatives from Wellington and TEDA joining us to learn about some
of the exciting ways in which technology supports learning. And then this morning we had the
pleasure of listening to IST’s KG3 to Grade 5 students giving public recitations as part of the
annual ‘Elementary Speaking Spectacular’ event. Presenting on a stage in front of a large au-
dience is a scary undertaking for all of us, let alone for our very youngest students, so it really
was something special to witness them all projecting their voices with such confidence and ex-
pression. | know that the many parents in the audience were every bit as impressed and proud
as the children’s teachers and schoolmates were!

Last night the IST Board of Governors met with two of the main items on the agenda including
school fees and the draft budget for the upcoming school year. The Board will be releasing its
decision on the fee structure for next year in a community announcement next week, along
with the annual ‘Intent to Return’ survey, which asks parents to provide an early indication
about whether or not they intend to have their children return to IST next year, or not. Please
note that the survey is ‘non-binding’, so of course you are welcome to change your minds,
without consequence, and knowing that regardless of your initial intentions, a place will re-
main secure for your children until such time that you have made your final decision.

Today was a momentous day for our Grade 12 Seniors, the last formal day of their secondary
schooling before they begin a week of study leave in preparation for the commencement of
their IB Diploma final examinations on 28 April. On behalf of our entire community, | extend
our very best wishes to the Class of 2025 as they undertake this incredibly demanding series
of examinations; | know that they will do very well indeed (although their parents might be a
little stressed!)

A reminder to parents that the Spring Book Fair is open in the library on Tuesday and Wednes-
day, and that we will also be celebrating Earth Day at school on Wednesday (although every
day is Earth Day!) Please also note that | will be out of school next Thursday and Friday attend-
ing the ACAMIS Board of Directors meeting in Xi’an.

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend!

Steve Moody
Director www.istianjin.org




Sadness is one of the easiest emotions for children to understand, and one of the first emotions that
they can learn to recognize in others. Everyone feels sad one time or another for a variety of reasons.
As parents, we want to empower our children to recoginze when they are feeling sad and, if needed,
take steps to help themselves feel better or ask for help. When you help your child recognize the physi-
cal features that accompany feeling sad and understand the reasons why someone might feel sad, you
are helping your child create the necessary building blocks for them to manage their own emotions
and relationships. Sometimes simply acknowledging your child’s sadness is all that is needed.

IST Counseling




Dear Parents,

| would like to take a moment to remind everyone of the IST policy regarding student attendance, as
outlined on page 31 of the 2024-25 Parent Student Handbook. It states: “If a student is absent for 20
days or more during one school year, he/she may be required to repeat the grade in the following
year.”

| bring this to your attention for several important reasons. We frequently receive requests from par-
ents seeking excusals for their child’s absences. It’s essential to clarify that absences typically fall into
two categories: excused due to illness or unexcused. While we do accept parental notifications for
short-term illnesses, we require a doctor’s note for absences extending beyond one week. This policy
is consistent with practices in many educational institutions and ensures that we maintain a clear and
fair approach to attendance.

Recently, | have observed a concerning trend among some secondary students, with many accumulat-
ing 10 or more absences in a single school year. In some cases, students have more than 10 absences
that are not the result ofprolonged iliness. Generally speaking, healthy children do not miss significant
amounts of school due to common ailments like colds or flu. And it appears that some parents may be
allowing their children to stay home for reasons that could be classified as minor, such as feeling tired
or experiencing a mild stomachache.

While we fully respect parental discretion regarding children's health, | encourage all parents to sup-
port the development of greater resilience in their children. Regular school attendance is vital for
fostering responsibility and personal growth. Each day in the classroom plays a crucial role in their
educational experience.
Thank you for your attention to this matter. Together, we can help our students thrive and make the
most of their education.

Michael Conway
Deputy Director / Secondary Principal
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IST Library & Information Literacy Center

Our Mission
The IST Library is a friendly place where our community is inspired and challenged to think critically, read widely,
act ethically, value creativity, and defend the right to access information.

Poetry Month

We are celebrating poetry all month long at the IST library. Stop by to pick up a free poetry postcard, create your
own poems with our big magnetic poetry board, or read some books of poetry!

Parent Book Club: May 29th

This week, the Parent Book Club had a
wonderful discussion of the memoir Crying in
H Mart by Michelle Zauner.

Our next book selection is the novel The
Nightingale by Kristin Hannah. We will meet
in the library to discuss the book on Thursday,
May 29" at 8:30 am. The library has copies of
the book in English, Chinese, and Korean. A
digital copy in English or Chinese is also
available upon request.

This will be our last meeting of this school
year. Please consider joining us for coffee,

treats, and a lively discussion—even if you
don’t have a chance to read the book!

Library hours: Monday to Thursday 7:30 to 4:30 | Friday 7:30 to 3:30
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Community-wide Goal: Cultivating a Climate of Reflective Inquiry (IBLP)

As an internationally minded school community, we will strive to develop learners who thoughtfully
consider the world and their own ideas and experiences. We will work together to cultivate a culture
of reflective inquiry where all members of our community:

e Carefully consider their own learning and growth.

e Analyze issues from multiple viewpoints, seeking to understand diverse experiences and consider
alternative solutions.

e Learn from mistakes and failures, using setbacks as opportunities for deeper learning and develop-
ment.

e Pause to think critically about assumptions, biases, and the reasons behind one’s beliefs and deci-
sions.

e Engage in ongoing self-assessment, setting goals for continued intellectual, social, and personal
development.
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DiARY DATES
PEPRNSES

Wednesday - April 23, 2025
Earth Day

Tuesday~Wednesdy - April 22~23,2025
Spring Book Fair

Monday~Wednesday - April 26~May 21, 2025
IB Diploma Exams

Thursday~Friday - May 1~2, 2025
May Day Break

Tuesday - May 6, 2025
ELA Entrance Testing

Thursday - May &, 2025
Summer Theatre

Friday - May 9, 2025
Elementary Sports Day

Monday~Friday - May 19~23, 2025
Secondary Exams (G9-11)

SporTs DATES

19-Apr (Sat)
ISAC HS Football Tournament TBD

25-Apr (Fri)
ISCOT ES Football (G1-5) (12:00-15:30)
WEL

26-Apr (Sat)
ISCOT MS Basketball Tournament Boys @ IST;
Girls @ TEDA

10-May (Sat)
ISAC MS Basketball Tournament
Boys @ I1ST; Girls @ BCIS

16-May (Fri)
ISCOT MS Table Tennis (singles) (12:00-
15:30) WEL

23-May (Fri)
ISCOT Swimming (G1-5) 12:00-15:30 WEL

WELcOME 70 THE IST SPORTS AND CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (CCA) PROGRAM FOR THE 2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR

Please take note of the following dates: Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any questions.

Season 3 Sport Schedule © Mr. Kennedy - Athletics Director (byron_kennedy@istianjin.org.cn)
© Starts Monday, 10 Mar and ends Friday, 23 May © Mr Silvis - Activities Director (ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn)
© Ms. Guo Ying - Activities Officer (CCA's) (ying_guo@istianjin.org.cn)

© The program will run for approximately 10 school weeks

© Ms. Durian Wang - Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_wang@
© No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)

istianjin.org.cn)

© Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension 8150.






