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Dear Parents

Welcome back from what I trust was a most enjoyable and relaxing Spring Break vacation … 
always lovely to be on holiday when the rest of China is at work! That said, we have quickly 
returned to work and this week have been very busy preparing to host two major ACAMIS 
events: the ACAMIS High School Soccer Tournament and the ACAMIS Arts Conference for 
Teachers. 

Student athletes representing the schools in the ACAMIS Athletics Orange Division (IST, IS 
Nanjing, Shekou IS, Harrow Beijing, Hong Kong Academy, and TIS Macau) arrived in Tianjin 
on Wednesday evening ready to start three days of friendly (though fierce!) competition 
and the right to call themselves ACAMIS HS Soccer Champions. The last time we hosted this 
event, in 2023, the IST girls won the tournament following an incredibly tense and exciting 
penalty shootout against the favourite and only unbeaten team, TIS Macau. Although IST 
remains by far the smallest school in the division, we are always highly competitive, and we 
are certainly hoping for similar glory this year!

Also taking place over the weekend will be the ACAMIS Arts Conference, with some 100 
teachers from schools across the ACAMIS region coming to Tianjin and IST to engage in 
two days of Arts related professional development, including Music, Drama, and Visual 
Art. Our teachers and support staff have been incredibly busy preparing for the event, in-
cluding arranging student performances (and a performance from students from Juilliard) 
and setting up visual art installations and exhibits across the school to further inspire the 
visiting teachers and presenters. I know that this will be an amazing experience for all 
involved, and additionally, a wonderful opportunity to showcase our school facilities and 
programmes.

Parents may not be aware that IST is one of the original eight founding schools in ACAMIS 
(now with nearly 100 member schools), and consistently one of the most actively involved. 
ACAMIS was established in order to provide opportunities for students and staff to come 
together in educational exchange and fellowship, and is now considered one of the pre-
mier international school associations in the world. IST’s original Director, Eric Larsen (to 
whom I was Deputy Director) was the founding president, and I have myself served on the 
Board for the past 10 years, including four years as president. In addition to leaning into 
the association’s offerings for the benefit of our students and staff, IST’s leadership in the 
association’s ongoing governance and event provision continues to highlight and elevate 
IST’s reputation as one of China’s most respected international schools.

Next week also promises to be a busy one, with IST hosting the ISCOT (the Tianjin equiv-
alent of ACAMIS) Elementary School’s Grade 3-5 ‘Storytelling with Technology’ event on 
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Monday. Student representatives from TIS, Wellington, and TEDA are coming to IST to learn about some of the exciting 
ways in which technology can support storytelling. The week concludes with the ‘Elementary Speaking Spectacular’ 
recitation event for KG3 to Grade 5 students, to be held in the Han Theater at 0830 on Friday morning (parents are 
warmly invited to attend!) 

And ‘finally’, following 15 years of elementary and secondary schooling, next Friday will mark the last formal day of 
school for our Grade 12 students who commence their week of study leave on Monday 21 April in preparation for the 
commencement of their IB Diploma final examinations on 28 April. If you get a chance next week (and over the next 
several weeks) be sure to lend your encouragement to our Seniors as they embark on this very challenging and stressful 
undertaking!

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend!

Steve Moody
Director
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Parenting a strong-willed child can be a challenging experience. It often feels like they are constantly testing boundaries 
and creating chaos at home. You might find yourself feeling overwhelmed, as if nothing you try is effective. However, 
it’s important to recognize that the qualities that make them difficult to manage now can also help them grow into in-
dependent and confident adults. Instead of trying to change your strong-willed child, consider the following strategies 
to support their development:

1.	 Establish Clear Boundaries: Set consistent rules that your child understands.
2.	 Explain Consequences Clearly: Make sure they know what will happen if they don’t follow the rules.
3.	 Give Your Child Some Autonomy: Allow them to make choices within set limits.
4.	 Give Them Props for Positive Behaviors: Acknowledge and praise their good choices to encourage more of the same.

By focusing on these approaches, you can nurture your child’s positive traits while maintaining a harmonious home 
environment.

IST Counseling
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Our power, Our planet

EARTH DAY

WEAR GREEN !!
Get ready for various activities

focused on sustainability!

April 23rd, 2025



LINK to videos

DEAM
APRL

ABS and CORE BLAST

 IST HEALTH AND
WELLBEING

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGg79SSU80/75mB20teIYxdLEQhkzqHBw/view?utm_content=DAGg79SSU80&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h5072903c46
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Earth Day
Our Power, Our Planet

APRIL 23RD, 2025

C O M E  A L O N G  A N D

W E A R  G R E E N !

Conduct a sustainabi l i ty audit .
Explore electr ic and wind-powered cars .
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The student cartoon by Jiyun Lee, Ji Yoon Jung, Jeong Min Park, Ye Seo Choi, Hee Yu Cho, Emi Wen, and Eun Sung Cho is part of a CAS project 
for the IB Diploma Programme. As such, the cartoon engages with complex health issues in an effort to bring nuance and perspective to a 
sensitive topic. This is in keeping with our schoolwide goal where we "champion diversity of thought and the critical thinking and open-minded 
inquiry and learning across a range of topics and disciplines that deepen conceptual understanding and intellectual growth and independence."  
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Library hours: Monday to Thursday 7:30 to 4:30 | Friday 7:30 to 3:30 

IST Library & Information Literacy Center 
 

Our Mission 
The IST Library is a friendly place where our community is inspired and challenged to think critically, read widely, 
act ethically, value creativity, and defend the right to access information. 

 
BBiirrtthhddaayy  BBooookk  CClluubb  
Thank you to Jun Hee, grade 6, for his birthday book donation to the library. Jun 
Hee donated the book Four Eyes by Rex Ogle and Dave Valeza. Four Eyes is a 
funny and heartwarming new graphic novel about middle school, fitting in, and 
facing your fears. Since Jun Hee enjoys reading graphic novels, we hope he will 
enjoy this birthday book. Happy birthday, Jun Hee!  
 
If you would like to celebrate a special birthday with the IST Library Birthday 
Book Club, please contact library staff at Linnea_Simon@istianjin.org.cn or 
lisa_fang@istianjin.org.cn (Chinese) for more information.  

  
PPooeettrryy  MMoonntthh  
We are celebrating poetry all month long at the IST library. Stop by to pick up a free poetry postcard, create your 
own poems with our big magnetic poetry board, or read some books of poetry! 

  

  
PPaarreenntt  BBooookk  CClluubb    
Our next Parent Book Club selection is the memoir Crying in H Mart by Michelle 
Zauner. We will meet in the library to discuss the book on Thursday, April 17th at 8:30 
am. The library has copies of the book in English, Chinese, and Korean. A digital copy in 
English or Chinese is also available upon request. 
 
All interested parents are welcome to join us for a book discussion, coffee, and treats, 
even if you haven’t had a chance to read the book.  
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Community-wide Goal: Cultivating a Climate of Reflective Inquiry (IBLP)

As an internationally minded school community, we will strive to develop learners who thoughtfully 
consider the world and their own ideas and experiences. We will work together to cultivate a culture 
of reflective inquiry where all members of our community:

•	 Carefully consider their own learning and growth.
•	 Analyze issues from multiple viewpoints, seeking to understand diverse experiences and consider 

alternative solutions.
•	 Learn from mistakes and failures, using setbacks as opportunities for deeper learning and develop-

ment.
•	 Pause to think critically about assumptions, biases, and the reasons behind one’s beliefs and deci-

sions.
•	 Engage in ongoing self-assessment, setting goals for continued intellectual, social, and personal 

development.
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NNuuttrriittiioonnaall  rreeaaddiinngg  oovveerr  

tthhee  wweeeekk  

每每周周营营养养分分析析  
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Sports DatesSports DatesDiary Dates

Welcome to the IST Sports and Co-Curricular Activities (CCA) Program for the 2024-2025 school year 

Please take note of the following dates: Please take note of the following dates: 

Season 3 Sport ScheduleSeason 3 Sport Schedule

	-�	 Starts Monday, 10 Mar and ends Friday, 23 MayStarts Monday, 10 Mar and ends Friday, 23 May

	-�	 The program will run for approximately 10 school weeksThe program will run for approximately 10 school weeks

	-�	 No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)

Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any questions. Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any questions. 

	-�	 Mr. Kennedy – Athletics Director (byron_kennedy@istianjin.org.cn) Mr. Kennedy – Athletics Director (byron_kennedy@istianjin.org.cn) 

	-�	 Mr. Silvis – Activities Director (ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn) Mr. Silvis – Activities Director (ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn) 

	-�	 Ms. Guo Ying – Activities Officer (CCA’s) (ying_guo@istianjin.org.cn)    Ms. Guo Ying – Activities Officer (CCA’s) (ying_guo@istianjin.org.cn)    

	-�	 Ms. Durian Wang – Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_wang@Ms. Durian Wang – Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_wang@
istianjin.org.cn) istianjin.org.cn) 

	-�	 Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension 8150.Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension 8150.
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Saturday~Sunday - April 12~13, 2025Saturday~Sunday - April 12~13, 2025
ACAMIS Arts Conferences@ISTACAMIS Arts Conferences@IST

Tuesday - April 15, 2025Tuesday - April 15, 2025
Secondary group photo shootSecondary group photo shoot

Thursday - April 17, 2025Thursday - April 17, 2025
Elementary group photo shootElementary group photo shoot

Wednesday - April 23, 2025Wednesday - April 23, 2025
Earth DayEarth Day

Tuesday~Wednesdy - April 22~23, 2025Tuesday~Wednesdy - April 22~23, 2025
Spring Book FairSpring Book Fair

                                                        09 April - 12 April 
(Wed – Sat)

ACAMIS  HS Football Tournament
IST (Tianjin)

16 April - 19 April (Wed – Sat)
ACAMIS HS Badminton Tournament

KEY (Beijing)

17-Apr (Thurs)
MS Basketball v TIS

Boys & Girls @ IST

19-Apr (Sat)
ISAC HS Football Tournament TBD

25-Apr (Fri)
ISCOT ES Football (G1-5) (12:00-15:30)

WEL

26-Apr (Sat)
ISCOT MS Basketball Tournament Boys @ IST; 

Girls @ TEDA




