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Dear Parents

| wish to begin this week’s edition of Blaze by thanking parents for participating in the Emergency
Telephone Tree practice on Wednesday morning. | appreciate that the practice demands an early
start, but we genuinely believe the trees to be a highly reliable means through which to quickly
communicate urgent information, especially when it pertains to emergency situations, including
Fog Days. The majority of trees operated very efficiently, although a few parents appeared unaware
of the planned practice, in spite of several messages from the school that were shared advance.
| do encourage all families to please pay close attention to these sorts of efforts to safeguard our
community; a little time now has the potential to make a big difference in genuine emergencies.
Thank you!

As always it was terrific to see so many parents in school this past Wednesday for the PFO Meet-
ing and to have the opportunity to share just some of the many exciting events and activities that
are taking place here at school. In case you were not aware, we have recently taken steps to make
these meetings even more accessible to parents, including the provision of Al translation for those
not confident with English and live streaming for those unable to make it into school.

I’'m pleased to share the news that on Wednesday we were able to provide our Math/Science/STEM

teachers with further professional development in the use of the latest cutting-edge teaching and

learning technologies, led by Ms. Anurupa Ganguly, an MIT graduate, STEM teacher, and founder

° The Colleg’e and CEO of US company ‘Prisms’. Prism§ is a new VR learning platform‘recently ;.Jdopt‘ed by every
corner O state in the USA that teaches Math, Science and STEM concepts spatially and intuitively before

building up to symbolic notation. Several of our teachers have actually been using Prisms over the

As parents will be well aware that this year, in addition to not increasing fees, the Board of Gover-
nors decided to offer a daily IST lunch to all students at no cost. In addition to the obvious financial
savings for families, we were hopeful that the guaranteed sales would result in an improvement
in the general quality of the food service. Thus far our anecdotal evidence suggests that there has
indeed been a significant improvement with students and teachers alike noting an improvement
in quality. To add validity to these observations, we will be carrying out a survey of all Grade 3-12

Diary Dates
CCA

¢ IST lerary past couple of years, with guidance from our Tech Director Mr. Zhai Hao who was one of the very
® S ports NeWS first adopters of the platform, and the first outside of the USA. Ms. Ganguly offered Wednesday’s
e E ementary PD free of charge to IST in recognition of our school’s growing reputation as a vanguard school in
e PFO the uptake of XR technologies in our region.

e Menu

°

°

&c\oﬁa‘sc’m%,’. students next week to solicit their individual opinion. All going well, | hope to share some positive
& % survey results next week!

@ A reminder that one of the key events in our annual calendar, Parent-Teacher Conferences, are

W ANIVERSARY scheduled for next Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons. If you have not yet confirmed a meet-

7994 . p02% ing time for your children, please be sure to contact your child/ren’s homeroom teacher. Par-

ent-Teacher Conferences are an incredibly important part of the home and school partnership, and
a wonderful opportunity to learn more about your child/ren’s learning and school experience, to
set goals for further growth and development, and perhaps to investigate how you may be able to

www.istianjin.org
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support your children at home. We look forward to seeing you all next week!

A reminder that we will be celebrating UN Day at school next Thursday. Please note that our theme for the day is 1 :ﬁﬁfﬁjgﬁgm

a modification of UN Sustainable Development Goal #16 and IST’s 2024-25 Community-wide Goal: INSTITUTIONS

(14

Cultivating a climate of reflective inquiry; fostering a culture of peace. !
(]

A rough overview of the schedule is provided here for your reference!

08:30-09:00  Parade of Nations (please send your children, and yourselves into school in some form of national or cultural
dress; no flag waving though please)

09:00-10:30  International Concert (all parents are invited to come in and join the show, a combination of some highly pol
ished —and perhaps some not quite so— cultural performances from students, parents, and staff!)

11:30-13:30  International Lunch (very generously provided by our wonderful IST parents — thank you!)

14:35-15:00  UN Day Photo (if you are in school join us on the grass field behind the gym!)

15:15 End of School

UN Day Parent Bus Schedule

o 1 bus: 8:20am Aocheng —> 8:40am Haiyi Changzhou —> IST

o 1 bus: 11:00am IST —> Haiyi Changzhou —> Aocheng

o 1 bus: 11:00am IST —> Olympic Tower —> Ritz-Carlton —> Arcadia
o 1 bus: 2:00pm IST —> Haiyi Changzhou —> Aocheng

Finally, last weekend we were delighted to host 25 student and teacher representatives from ACAMIS schools who travelled to
Tianjin to learn about our Literacy Lab and to see how our students are able to independently manage the lab and the peer liter-
acy coaching services that it provides to our students. We are incredibly proud of our students and the work that they do every
day in service of their peers ... and for presenting so confidently and articulately to the visiting schools!

| wish you all an enjoyable weekend and | look forward to seeing you at next week’s conferences and UN Day celebrations.

Steve Moody - & % “
Director 3 ‘ '
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AL

BackitolContents




INTERNATIONAL

;{m )
R%/ SCHOOL of TIANJIN

Weekly

Parent’s Guide to the PSAT

The PSAT is a vital assessment that prepares students for the
SAT and the college admissions process. Understanding its
structure can help you effectively support your child. Here’s a
breakdown of the PSAT’s sections and topics:

PSAT Structure

1. Evidence-Based Reading and Writing

This section assesses students' reading comprehension and
writing skills through two main components:

e Reading:
e Literature: Analyzing fiction and poetry.

e History/Social Studies: Understanding passages related to historical and
social contexts.

e Science: Interpreting scientific texts and data.
e Writing and Language:

¢ Grammar and Usage: Identifying and correcting grammatical errors, and
improving sentence structure.

e Rhetorical Skills: Analyzing the effectiveness of arguments and organization
in texts.

2. Math
The math section focuses on problem-solving and analytical skills in three key areas:
e Heart of Algebra:
e Linear equations and inequalities.
e Systems of equations.

¢ Problem Solving and Data Analysis:
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e Ratios, percentages, and proportional relationships.

e Analyzing and interpreting data from charts and graphs.
e Passportto Advanced Math:

e Quadratic equations.

e Functions and their properties.

Who Should Attempt the PSAT:
Grade 8 Students:

o PSAT 8/9: This version is specifically designed for students in grades 8 and 9. It
serves as an introduction to the standardized testing experience.

Grade 9 Students:

e PSAT 8/9: Similar to grade 8, students can take this assessment to familiarize
themselves with testing formats and expectations.

Grade 10 Students:

o PSAT/NMSQT: This version is crucial for 10th graders as it serves as a practice test
for the SAT and also qualifies students for the National Merit Scholarship Program.

Grade 11 Students:

o PSAT/NMSQT: Taking this test is especially important for juniors because it opens
up opportunities for scholarships and provides a solid practice experience for the
SAT.

Why Students Should Consider the PSAT from Grade 8 Onwards:
1. Early Familiarization:

o Understanding Test Formats: Students become acquainted with the types
of questions and testing conditions they will face in future assessments.

2. Skill Assessment:
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o ldentify Strengths and Weaknesses: The PSAT provides valuable feedback
on academic skills, helping students pinpoint areas for improvement early
on.

3. Goal Setting:

o Academic Planning: Early testing encourages students to set academic
goals and understand the steps needed to prepare for college.

4. Confidence Building:

o Test-Taking Experience: Familiarity with testing reduces anxiety and builds
confidence for future standardized tests.

5. Scholarship Opportunities:

o National Merit Qualification: For 10th and 11th graders, performance on the
PSAT can lead to scholarship opportunities and recognition.

Taking the PSAT, starting with the PSAT 8/9, helps build foundational skills, familiarize
themselves with the testing process, as well asprepare for future academic challenges.
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IST Library & Information Literacy Center

Our Mission
The IST Library is a friendly place where our community is inspired and challenged to think critically, read
widely, act ethically, value creativity, and defend the right to access information.

Library Week

Library Week is coming up on Oct. 28-Nov. 1! To kick things off we will have a book fair the week before,
and we will end Library Week with an assembly on Nov. 1st. We will have lots of fun activities during the
week, like Drop Everything and Read, Panda book Awards launch, book quizzes with the chance to win
prizes, and more!

Please note these dates:
e Book Fair in the Library on Oct. 22 (8:00am-6:30pm) & Oct. 23 (8:00am-5pm)
o Library Assembly & Book Character Dress-Up Day on Nov. 1st at 8:30 am, in the IST theater.

Students are encouraged to dress up as their favorite book character! Need some inspiration?
Check out these great costumes from previous years!

- AARON BLABEY-

Parent Book Club

Our next Parent Book Club selection is the novel Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro.
We will meet in the library to discuss the book on Thursday, November 7", in the IST
library. The library has copies of the book in English, Chinese, German, and Korean. A
digital copy in English or Chinese is also available upon request.

All interested parents are welcome to join us for a book discussion, coffee, and treats,
even if you haven’t had a chance to read the book.

Library hours: Monday to Thursday 7:30 to 4:30 | Friday 7:30 to 3:30
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CHARACTER DRESS-UP DAY

\a@
/ OCT. 22 & 23: SHOW OFF YOUR
BOOK FUIR READING SUPERPOWER!
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This past week saw tournaments taking place for our HS Volleyball teams and out
Badminton teams. Please see the write ups from each event attached:

Saturday 12 September — ISCOT HS Boys VB Tournament

We recently hosted the ISCOT Volleyball Tournament, featuring four participating schools:
TIS, Wellington, TEDA, and our own IST. The tournament followed a round-robin format,
with IST proudly fielding two teams: IST 1 and IST 2.

Team Highlights:

o IST 1 showcased their experience and skill, dominating the tournament with impressive
rallies and outstanding teamwork. Their final match against TIS, which turned out to
be a showdown between two undefeated teams, was particularly thrilling. Despite TIS's
strong defense against IST 1's powerful attacks, IST 1 secured a 2-0 victory, cementing
their status as champions.

o IST 2, composed of younger senior players, faced a steep learning curve. Although they
did not win any matches, they kept every set close, demonstrating resilience and a
willingness to learn. The team recognized the importance of positive communication
and teamwork, which are crucial for their growth. Their experience in this tournament
will hopefully motivate them to enhance their skills during practice.

Overall Experience:
The tournament was a success, showcasing great matches and evident progress from all teams
compared to last year. Coaches now have plenty of insights and "homework" to guide future
practices. We look forward to seeing how each team continues to develop and grow in the
upcoming season
(Mr Silvis)

T ——— IS
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Monday 23 September — ISCOT HS Girls VB Tournament

Last Saturday, the IST HS girls' volleyball team showcased their talent and teamwork at the
ISCOT tournament held at TEDA. Competing against three other schools, the IST girls
dominated the round robin matches, defeating Wellington and TEDA 2-0, and edging out TIS
2-1. Their exceptional sportsmanship and collaboration were evident throughout the games.

In the finals against TEDA, the stakes were high in a thrilling match. After winning the first
set, the IST girls faced a fierce comeback from TEDA, losing the second set. After dropping
fown at the start of the third set, the team rallied together, overcoming a 6-11 deficit through
relentless determination and communication. Their hard work paid off as they clinched the
match with a nail-biting 18-16 victory, securing the championship title. Congratulations to the
IST girls for their remarkable performance and unwavering spirit!

(Ms Lily)

=
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Saturday 12 September — ISCOT MS Badminton
Our MS badminton team attended their first tournament of the season where they would be
taking on players from Wellington, TIS and TEDA.

Although it was only a short bus ride away, the nerves and excitement were palpable on the
bus. Our students quickly settles into the grove once they started playing, however. Their hard
work during training was evident as their skills were put to the test and they had to show
consistency to get positive results.




INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL of TIANJIN

B

Working Learning Acting TOGETHER

Our teams walked away with fantastic results after a wonderful day of play:

GRADE 6 BOYS
Frank Xu & Duo Duo Lee First Place
Po Hsu Lin & Chang Yi Lin Tied 2nd Place
Jun Hee Yu & Gavin Na Tied 2nd Place
Youlin Xu & Oscar Turrina Tied 2nd Place
Hyun Woo Kim & Jui Kim Tied 2nd Place

ByungHoon(Aden) Lee & JunSang Jeun 3rd Place

GRADE 6 GIRLS
Jackie Wang & Seton Craig 2nd Place
GRADE 7 BOYS
Eric Yuan & Torres Cao Tie 2nd Place
Yang Yang Wu & HaJun Kim 3rd Place
GRADE 7 GIRLS
Peiyao Yu & Claire Wang Ist Place
Bella Jiang & YunJou Wang 2nd Place
GRADE 8 BOYS
Haoyang Zheng & Leo Chen Tie 2nd Place
William Song & Allan Hao Tie 2nd Place
GRADE 8 GIRLS
Hanano Kato & Miranda Zhang 2nd Place
Rio Takahashi & Seo Lynn Ju Tie 3rd Place

Farida Li & Seo Lynn Ju

(Ms. Lucy Xu)

Byron Kennedy
Athletic Director
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Grade 4 Field Trip to 798 Art District

Our recent field trip to Beijing and the 798 Art District has been an excellent example of our
school’s monthly Global Citizenship Spotlight - DIVERSITY. 798 was a vibrant celebration of
diversity in art and culture. We explored various exhibits that showcased the unique
perspectives of different artists, highlighting how art can express a multitude of
experiences and ideas. We approached the wide expanse of artstyles throught the lense of
the UOI central idea: People use different forms of artisic expression to communicaate and
idea or feeling.

Some of the exhibts that the students explored consisted of the following:

Lawrence Weiner's exhibit encouraged us to explore language and communication, using
simple yet powerful text to show how art transcends barriers and connects diverse
backgrounds. In YunChul Kim's work, we saw a blend of technology and nature, reflecting
how different cultures interact with the environment and enhancing our appreciation of
varied perspectives. The Vacation in the Solar System exhibit took us on a journey through
space, highlighting the dreams of children from different cultures and reminding us that
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imagination knows no boundaries. In Wow, Pepe!, we celebrated the playful side of art,
where Pepe was cleverly integrated into famous artworks, illustrating the artistic style of
appropriation we learned about. This exhibit fostered engagement and highlighted how
appropriation can powerfully reinterpret existing works, inviting the students to connect
their learning of appropriation to fun and entertaining art in real life!

This overnight trip to Beijing was a significant emotional step for our grade 4 students, as it
marked the first time many of them had been away from home. For many, stepping out of
their familiar environments and into a vibrant, diverse city was both thrilling and daunting.
As they interacted with classmates and navigated new experiences together, they not only
learned about different cultures through art but also celebrated their own unique
backgrounds. This journey fostered an appreciation for diversity, as students shared their
perspectives and traditions, deepening their connections with one another. The trip
became a powerful lesson in resilience and understanding, helping them embrace the
richness of both their own identities and DIVERSITY of their peers, ultimately strengthening
their sense of community and belonging.

Elementary Student council corner:

Things we've been working on in the Elementary Student Council:

We planned that the first sale of hot chocolate will be on the 1 November and the other
thing we planned is that the Fall Festival Fun will also be on the 1t November. Some
suggestions about outside activities is that student council representatives can learn more
games that we can lead on the playground to be more inclusive.

I Elementary Student Council [
Executive

Curtis Liu
Communication Officer
2024-2025

By Curtis Liu, ESC Communication Officer
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Food theme: The Thai cooking class
Menu:

1. Fired Chicken with Cashew Nuts.
2. Tom Yum with Shrimp.

3. Pad Thai with Tofu.

4. Stir-Fired beef with garlic.

When: 30th Oct Wednesday 9:00am-2pm
Where: IST Elementary Kitchen
Host: Siraporn

Cost: 100 RMB per person

Please join the WeChat group by scanning this QR code:
Max 16 participants, first-come first-served.

BackitolContents
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Come along to our monthly meet ups to
discuss books and enjoy coffee & cakes!

This month’s book is Klara and the Sun by

Kazuo Ishiguro. The library has copies in
English, Chinese, German and Korean.

Our next meeting is November 7th at §.30am
in the Library.

Even if you haven’t read the book come along.

Book suggestions welcome. Hope to see you there!

Backzocontencs A
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Tianjin
February ski
trip 2025

When
Friday, February 21, 2025 (Leaving straight

after school)

Sunday, February 23, 2025

(Coming back Sunday evening)

Where A

Genting Secret Garden foomoftesire : \/ e

Chongli q— e

7 lfts and 40 slopes e Y

Host v | | |

The Learning Adventure The package includes Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner, Ski pass.
Costs (min 25 people) and Gear .

Bus 200 RMB per person (boats, skis, helmet and poles)

il §tk‘|‘|?fg”f\§u|%53g0%hfnk; o Fulime adventure leaders are provided

Per Adult 3000

- - Please join the WeChat group by scanning this QR code:
ggtn?mTuhr:ﬁJs not an IST trip but is a trip offered to the IST Min 25 participants DEADLINE: 230CT 2024

BackitolContents
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Weekly Menu 14 Oct~18 Oct

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Yoghurt Carrot Cake Mini Pizza Banana Bread Cheese Sandwich
Fruit Cut Fruit Cut Fruit Cut Fruit Cut Fruit Cut
Fried Rice with Egg Pork Dumplings Stir Fried Chicken in Pita Baked Fusilli w/Beef Balls Pork Stew
8y B kb 2R F A G KA Bread R % & B+ A AL & i 25
Cauliflower with Tomato Sweet Corn and Vegetables P N - Stir Fry Zucchini and Corn Vegetable Sticks
Sauce E YN 4 Stir Fry Potatoes &HH E K P
& 5 E it Vegetable Sticks T 2 Vegetable Sticks Plall?n R{ce
Vegetable Sticks #* % A Vegetable Sticks % A5 * .15
S Allergy: flour, pork, soya S Allergy: beef, onion, tomato
. Allergy: soya sauce
Allergy: egg. soya sauce sauce, green garlic Allergy: soya sauce sauce
Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day

Nutritional reading over
the week

45 A & oAt

Energy # ¥ (Kcal) Protein & & & (g) Carbohydrate s -k (g) Fat a8 85 (g)

710 25 105 20

Weekly Menu 21 oct~25 Oct

Monday Tuesday Wednesday \ Thursday Friday \
Yoghurt Steamed Dumplings Banana Bread UN DAY Ham Sandwich
Fruit Cut Fruit Cut Fruit Cut Fruit Cut
Macaroni and cheese Sauteed Chlckc':n with . Spaghettll wlth Bacon
¥ i e E Broccoli Kimbab A IZ LT
. T £ sb s A" # K& A Stir Fry Zucchini and Corn
Sweet Corn and Broccoli . .
E KA £ A Vegetable Sticks & 3 E A
Vegetable ;icks i A Vegetable Sticks Vegetable Sticks
E % A Plain Rice 3% % B 3% 3% A
Allergyafioticheese A AE Allergy: egg, soya sauce Allergy: wheat, cream,
Allergy: soya sauce cheese
Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day

Nutritional reading over
the week

& A & KoM

Energy # ¥ (Kcal) Protein & & /& (g) Carbohydrate =z -k (g) Fat a8 85 (g)

722 26 102 19

Weekly Menu
21 Oct~25 Oct

Seasonal Fresh Salad Bar Seasonal Fresh Salad Bar - Seasonal Fresh Salad Bar UN DAY Seasonal Fresh Salad Bar
Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day
Teliarm Bl Riae widh Fgled Iflo)rk Cho;:: with I\;\-e:]t;o;‘f Grilled Fish \;valtl';:lack Pepper
v tabl dCh ack Pepper Sauce & u
;‘gia' ;;j;;n d:pgjez:\e E A K BE Stir fry Vegetable # st 3. E A AT @ BE
- ‘f ’3 i 't ? &ﬁ% Stir fry Vegetable & 3, % Mashed Potatoes Stir fry Vegetable #4 at #.
HF iy WEHaEte Roasted Potatoes + = % Roasted Potatoes
i L -4 Allergy: beef, herb, soya EX- |
Aty dEese, mils Allergy: breadcrumb sauce Allergy: fish, soya sauce
Stir Fried Tomato with Egg Chicken Leg Stewed Yuxiang Chicken Chicken Stewed with Potatoes
E XS £x b, 28 AR & T 4 # 4 28
Stir Fried Potatoes Steamed Chinese Cabbage Stir fry Vegetables 4 at #, Stir fry Vegetables # af 3,
F 4% £ 75 4 El Y Y Steamed Rice # 45 Steamed Rice # 45
Steamed Rice # 45 Steamed Rice # 4& Allergy: soy sauce, green
Allergy: egg. soya sauce Allergy: chili, soya, garlic Allergy: soya sauce garlic, ginger
Fried Noodle with Vegetables Penne with Shrimps in Pork Rolls Spaghetti with Bacon
3 % 4 oo Cream Sauce A A, EXREaH ERD
Fried Eggs 9T 2 44y @ Stir fry Potatoes Stir Fried Vegetables
gL . Stir Fried Vegetables -+ T K i+ 4% # %
1+ 48 35 % Allergy: soy sauce, oyster
Allergy: egg, soya sauce Allergy: shrimp, cheese sauce Allergy: milk, wheat
Penne in Cream Sauce Vegetables Rolls Spaghetti in Tomato Sauce
A oy 2 4= 8 4o @ A A B #a A &
Laver and Egg Soup Pumpkin Soup Red Bean Soup Tomato and Egg Soup
LSRR & S ih 1.5 h & T AT G B0
Banana Bread & #. € Cookies 4t + Cheeslkie Ctie Fruit Tart zK & #

*5 30 2 FA4

Nutritional reading over
the week

Energy # & (Kcal) Protein & @ /& (g) Carbohydrate z% Kk (g) Fat A5 45 (g)
769 26 108 21

& 8 & Ao

BackitolContents
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PEPRNSES

Monday - October 21,2024
Scholarship Announcement

Tuesday~Wednesday - October 22~23, 2024
Parent-Teacher Conferences (Afternoon)
Fall Book Fair

Thursday - October 24, 2024
UN Day

Monday~Friday - October 28~November 1, 2024

Library Week

Friday - November 1, 2024

Working Learning Acting TOGETHER

THE
BLAZE

SporTs DATES

19-Oct (Sat)
ISCOT MS Football Tournament Boys @ WEL;
Girls @ TIS

19-Oct (Sat)
ISAC MS Badminton Boys & Girls @ WAB

21-Oct (Mon)
HS Volleyball v TIS Boys & Girls @ TIS

26-0Oct (Sat)

ISAC HS Volleyball Tournament Boys 1 @ ISB;
Girls 1 @ BCIS

Boys 2 @ KEY; Girls 2 @ CISB

Dress-Up Day
30 Oct - 02 Nov (Wed - Sat)

ACAMIS HS Volleyball Tournament HKA (Hong
Kong)

2-Nov (Sat)
ISAC MS Football Tournament Boys @ BCIS;
Girls @ THIS

2-Nov (Sat)
BISGL Golf - Universal Handicap TBD

WELcOME 70 THE IST SPORTS AND CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (CCA) PROGRAM FOR THE 2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR

Please take note of the following dates: Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any questions.

Season 1 Sport Schedule © Mr. Kennedy - Athletics Director (byron_kennedy@istianjin.org.cn)
© Starts Monday, 2 Sep and ends Friday, 1 5 Nov © Mr Silvis - Activities Director (ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn)
© Ms. Guo Ying - Activities Officer (CCA's) (ying_guo@istianjin.org.cn)

© The program will run for approximately 10 school weeks
© Ms. Durian Wang - Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_wang@

© No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences) istianjin.org.cn)
© Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension 8150.




